	
	Robert Palmer 
Director of the Directorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural Heritage 
Council of Europe 
Agora building
Avenue de l’Europe
67075 Strasbourg CEDEX
Франция - France



       Dear  Mr. Palmer,
We, the residents of St. Petersburg, request your assistance in the rescue of two unique architectural monuments on the World Heritage List (nomination № 540 «Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg and Related Groups of Monuments») - the palace and park ensembles of XVIII - XIX centuries in the villages of Ropsha (№ 540 - 009) and Gostilitsy (№ 540 - 010).

Both sites are located in the Lomonosov district of Leningrad region. The sites are registered with the Department of State Protection, Conservation and Use of Cultural Heritage of the Government of the Leningrad region and have the status of cultural heritage of federal significance. Photographs of the sites are available at these websites: 
     1. Ropsha Palace complex: http://www.ropshapalace.info 
2. Palace complex in the village of Gostilitsy: http://www.proezdom.com/saint-peterburg/gostilicy/usadba-gostilicy  
The condition of these palace and park ensembles is characterized by extreme neglect. The unique palaces are on the brink of destruction. The roof and floor decks palaces have collapsed, and there is a real threat of collapse of the walls. It should be noted that the palace in the village of Gostilitsy was badly damaged during World War II. Yet the palace in the village of Ropsha before the 1990s was in good condition  and was used by different organizations. The fact that the Ropsha Palace has been brought to a state of ruin lies on the conscience of the Russian authorities.

Residents of St. Petersburg and Leningrad region for a long time have done everything they could in order to make the Russian authorities take steps to save these historical and cultural monuments. However, all requests of those residents have been ignored.
In particular, in 2011 a group of citizens sent an appeal to the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation and to the Committee of Culture of Leningrad. The formal responses from these government bodies do not contain information about specific plans for saving the palace and park ensembles of the villages of Gostilitsy and Ropsha. From the official responses one can conclude that the future fate of these historical and cultural monuments, inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage list, has not been determined. Restoration of these sites is not included in any program. One of the reasons, according to officials, is the absence of sufficient finances.

As is well-known, in 1988 Russia (then the USSR) ratified the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. The attitude of the Russian authorities to the palace and park ensemble in the villages of Ropsha and Gostilitsy demonstrate that the Russian Federation grossly violates international obligations to safeguard cultural heritage of world significance. In particular, Russia is violating Article 4 and Article 5 of the Convention.

In addition, in 1990, Russia ratified the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe. According to this Convention, Russia has committed itself  " to take statutory measures to protect the architectural heritage" (Article 3, Paragraph 1), "to prevent the disfigurement, dilapidation or demolition of protected properties" (Article 4, Paragraph 2), and "to provide financial support by the public authorities for maintaining and restoring the architectural heritage on its territory ..."(Article 6, paragraph 1).

Thus, the Russian Federation has violated the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe as well.
Based on the above facts, we ask you to use the authority of Council of Europe to request that the Russian government adopt urgent measures in order to rescue and restore the palace and park ensembles of the villages of Ropsha and of Gostilitsy in Leningrad region.
We will be very grateful for your support and response. Please contact us at: 
Mr. Alexandr Makarov , Tikhoretsky Prospect,  9 – 9 - 73, Saint-Petersburg, 194064, Russian Federation.  E-mail:  makarov.spb@list.ru 
Sincerely yours,
             Anatoly KIRPICHNIKOV, Ph.D., Professor, Chairman of the Presidium of the Leningrad Regional Branch of the All-Russian Society for the Protection of Monuments of History and Culture, Head of the Department of Slavic and Finnish Archaeology of the Institute of History of Material Culture of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Honored Scientist of the Russian Federation, Chairman of the Public Chamber of Leningrad Region for the Preservation of the Cultural, Historical, Spiritual and Natural Heritage, Member of the New York Academy of Sciences;

          Alexander MARGOLIS, Ph.D., Chairman of the St. Petersburg Branch of the All-Russian Society for the Protection of Monuments of History and Culture, General Director of the International Charitable Fund for the Renaissance of St. Petersburg-Leningrad, Member of the Council for the Protection of Cultural Heritage under the Government of St. Petersburg;

          Tatiana KLYAVINA, Ph.D., Director of the Federal State Research Institute of Culture "Russian Institute of History of Art" of the Russian Academy of Sciences;

           Mikhail MILCHIK, Ph.D., Professor, Deputy  Director of the St. Petersburg Research and Design Institute for the Restoration of Historical and Cultural Monuments "Spetsproektrestavratsiya";

           Alexei KOVALEV, Deputy of the Legislative Assembly of St. Petersburg,  Senior Fellow of St. Petersburg State University, awarded the International Award of A.I. Komech "For Civic Action in the Protection and Preservation of Cultural Heritage";

           Alexander KOBAK, Executive Director of the Dmitry S. Likhachev International Charitable Foundation, Chairman of the Union of Cultural Historians of St. Petersburg;

    Nathaniel TRUMBULL, Ph.D., Asst. Professor, University of Connecticut, Member of the Association of American Geographers;

  Alexander MAKAROV, member of the public;

           Liudmila SEMYKINA, member of the public.
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